
Henry C. Winius 
1890 – 1961 

 

Hello, my name is Henry Winius.  I was born in Overasselt, Nederlands in 1890.  I met 

and married my wife, Bertha Driessen, on April, 1913 in the town on Nijmegen, Province 

of Noard Brabant, Holland.  In the late summer of 1913 we traveled by ship to the USA.  

We spent 21 days on our ocean voyage arriving in New York in September. We first 

settled in Kimberly and I got a job in the Combined Locks Mill. 

 

In 1914, we moved to a small farm on Freedom Road in Little Chute. 

 

After several years, we purchased a house and small farm on the corner of Madison St and 

WI County “OO”.  Together we had 13 children, William, Anna, Martha, Al (KIA on 

Okinawa during World War II (he was awarded the Navy Cross for his heroism), Harriet, 

Agnes, Joseph, Alma, Ray, Harold, Alice, Lester and Henry Jr.   

 

On that farm, we eventually had 7 cows.  We couldn’t use all the milk, so Bill started 

going house to house with a can on a coaster wagon. People came out and dipped their 

pails full.  This was the start of the Little Chute Dairy.  Then came the glass bottles and the 

horse and wagon.  There was enough work for all my children.  They all worked hard from 

small on. We also had an acre of garden where we grew every vegetable known.  Most 

years we had 100 bushels of potatoes.  Everyone was kept busy. 

 

In 1937 came the super highway 41.  My home had to be moved to make room for the 

highway.  We built a “Filling Station” to accommodate the many cars traveling on the 

highway.  This also lead to building 5 rental cabins so that travelers had a place to stay 

overnight. Our busy children had more work to keep them out of mischief. 

 

All things went fine for a few years until WWII came along.  Most of the traffic stopped 

and so did the tourists.  I sold the dairy in 1943 because five of my boys were in the 

service. Six of my son-in- laws were also in World War II.  My other two boys were in the 

service during the Korean War. 

 

In 1948 I sold the business to Joe and Martha (Winius) Haupt and I retired.  We moved to 

San Diego, California and lived there 5 years.  Great Years!  We moved back to Little 

Chute and enjoyed my last years there.  We fished a lot.   

 

I passed away in June 1961 at the age of 71.  My beloved Bertha lived till 1977 and died at 

age 85.  We saw many changes in the world.  Not all that we had hoped for but grateful to 

have the opportunity to American. Thanks for coming. 

 

My name is Michael Henry Winius and Henry was my grandfather. 
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