
John J. Van Handel 

 
Good Afternoon!  My name is John J. Van Handel, often times referred to as 

“Big John”.   I was born on June 9, 1879 on the family farm on Hickory 

Road in the town of Buchanan.  My parents were Dutch immigrants Justinius 

and Gertrude (Huibers) Van Handel.  I am one of 8 children, having one 

brother and six sisters. 

 

On August 7, 1906, I married Antonette, “Nettie” Van Domelen in St. John’s 

Church.  She is the daughter of Wilhelm and Mary (Ven Rooy)Van 

Domelen.  Together we had 11 children, Willard, Josephine, Harriet, Della, 

Helen, Edith, Julius, Clarence, Ruth and 2 daughters Cora and Jane who 

passed away as infants. 

 

We moved to Combined Locks in 1908, where I worked at the Combined 

Locks Paper Mill and also enrolled in a machinist’s course from the 

International Correspondence School.   

 

In 1912, I purchased the Martin Hartjes Shoe Store business in Little Chute.  

I moved it two doors away to 127 E. Main Street and added attached living 

quarters.  It was a combined business.  On one side we sold shoes, on the 

other side we sold candy, ice cream, and tobacco.  There was also a shoe 

repair shop in the back. 

 

William Hietpas worked for me and was even quarantined with my family 

when they had scarlet fever.  William left when he opened the Modern Shoe 

Store in Kaukauna.  Matthew Reynebeau then came to work for me until he 

was conscripted in the army.  I then hired George VanderLoop Sr. as a shoe 

repair man. 

 

I was a square dance caller.  When friends came over we would push the 

dining room table into the corner.  Pete “Clump” Jansen would sit on the 

table and fiddle.  A great time was had by all. 

 

My wife, Nettie, passed away on May 17, 1925 at the age of 39.  She left me 

with eight children, the oldest was 17 and the youngest was 2.  Mayme Van 

Handel, wife of George, came to help with the children and household 

chores. 



 

Being a sports enthusiast, I attended as many sporting events as I was able to.  

In 1951, I received an award for being a loyal sports follower and supporter 

for more that 40 years.  I financially backed many teams supplying 

transportation, uniforms, and equipment.  I owned the franchise for Little 

Chute’s entry into the Fox River Valley Baseball League.  I also sponsored 

Shorty’s Shoes Basketball Team, and had the first “wooden” fence 

constructed for the local hockey rink. 

 

After 33 years in business, I sold out to my loyal shoe repairman, George 

Vander Loop, Sr.  Today the shoe store remains in the extended VanderLoop 

family. 

 

In August of 1944, I married Elsie Luebke Jansen and moved to Wilson 

Street.  My last years were marred by my many falls due to Parkinson’s 

disease.  I passed away on October 23, 1953 at the age of 74. 

 

Thank you for coming today.  Have a great day. 

 

My name is Phillip Willard Hanegraaf, great grandson of John J. Van 

Handel. 
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